Course Code: PCS 802
Course Title: Contemporary Peace and Conflict Studies (Core)

Credit Hours: 3

Course Objectives

This course explores the evolution of PCS from a normative, interdisciplinary pursuit
into a pluralistic academic field shaped by global power shifts, complex conflict
environments, and epistemological debates. Focusing on Human Security as a
reorienting framework, the course analyzes how contemporary challenges—such as
intra-state violence, radicalization, and non-traditional security—have reshaped the
field’s boundaries, methodologies, and ontologies. It explores PCS (as a discipline)
across key thematic and disciplinary intersections, including the shift from ‘old’ to
‘new’ wars, globalization and human rights, traditional and critical approaches to
terrorism, and the rise of multipolarity in global politics. It also emphasizes post-
conflict studies, critical peace studies, and post-liberal alternatives through an
interdisciplinary lens. Special attention is given to alternative perspectives and the
politics of knowledge production, equipping students to apply comparative, critical,
and context-sensitive approaches to evolving peace and conflict landscapes.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion, students will be able to:

e Critically evaluate the evolution of PCS within broader social science
traditions, analyzing its development, disciplinary tensions, and transformation
in response to changing conflict dynamics and epistemological debates.

¢ Analyze the transformation of warfare, violence, and peace processes,
including the transition from ‘old’ to ‘new’ conflicts.

e Examine Human Security as a conceptual reorientation and assess its
implications for PCS theory and practice.

e Assess the impact of globalization, identity politics, and human rights on
contemporary conflict dynamics.

e Compare traditional and critical approaches to terrorism, radicalization, and
political violence using interdisciplinary tools.

e Engage with critical peace studies and post-liberal alternatives



Identify research-policy gaps and assess PCS’s potential to inform effective
practice.
Employ critical, comparative, and context-sensitive frameworks to analyze

contemporary conflict and post-conflict transitions.

Course Contents

Contemporary Peace and Conflict Studies: Understanding Interdisciplinary
Challenges
o The Discipline of Peace and Conflict Studies: Genealogy and
Trajectories
o Understanding the Trends in Peace and Conflict
o Rethinking Peace and Conflict in the 21st Century: From Cold War to
Multipolarity
Human Security: Concept, Critique, and Disciplinary Implications
o Human Security and the Reorientation of PCS
From ‘Old’ to ‘New’ Conflicts and Terrorism
Globalization, Conflicts, and Human Rights
Traditional/Orthodox and Critical Terrorism Studies
o Immunizing the Mind — Education and (Violent) Extremism
o Understanding Radicalization and Terrorism: An Interdisciplinary
Approach
Post-conflict Studies: An Interdisciplinary Approach
Critical Peace Studies and Post-Liberal Alternatives
o Decolonizing Peace (as a construct)
Student presentations and reflections on:
o Where is PCS headed?
o What is ‘Sustainable Peace’ in Today’s World?

Research-Policy Gaps in PCS: Knowledge, Practice, and Power

Core Focus | In contrast, the revised course adopts a more reflexive, critical,

&

Conceptual | normative project but as a contested academic field shaped by

Lens

and interdisciplinary lens. It recognizes PCS not simply as a

global power shifts, complex conflict environments, and

knowledge politics. The revised objectives emphasize how




global transformations have reshaped the boundaries,
methodologies, and ontologies of the discipline. This shift
enables students to critically engage with both the content and
underlying frameworks of PCS. The course centers on Human
Security as a reorienting concept and introduces critical peace
studies, post-liberal peacebuilding, and decolonial approaches

(not covered in the earlier course outline).

Thematic The revised outline follows a logically progressive structure that

structure moves from foundational genealogies of PCS to advanced
topics such as radicalization, terrorism, knowledge production,
and post-conflict transitions. This makes the course more
coherent and aligned with graduate-level expectations.

Outcome The revised outline presents multiple, specific learning

outcomes that reflect higher-order cognitive skills such as critical
evaluation, comparative analysis, interdisciplinary synthesis,
and practical policy assessment. Moreover, the revised course
gives special attention to research-policy gaps, highlighting the
disconnection between academic knowledge and practice.

Nature of Assessment

Nature of Examination Duration Frequency | Weighting
(Yoage)
End semester Exam 3 hours 1 30-50
Mid Term 2 hours 1 15-25
Quizzes - Minimum: 3 | 05-15




Class Participation - - 0-5*

Assignments / Project(s) / Case Own time - 10-40
Studies

*Shall be allocated only if there are no case studies.
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